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Statement of Significance 911== 

which is today located at 3^85 Main Highway . That same year, Munroe and associates 
organiz ed the Biscayne Manufacturing Company which canned pineapples grown from the 
Keys. In 1903 , he started Camp Biscayne . a co-operative kitchen, which by 1905 had 
grown to four cottages housing winter visitors. This property which was across 
from the present site of the Grove Playhouse was sold in 1920 and the boulevard from 
Main Highway to Bayshore Drive was built in its place. In 1909 Munroe helped 
establish St. Stephen's Episcopal Church . In short, R.M. Munroe , who died in 1933 
at the age of 82, was instrumental in the growth and development of the Grove~ 

Kirk M on roe , a writer of children's books , came to Coconut Grove in 1 887 with his 
wife, Ma ry Barr Munroe , and bought property next door to the present site of Ransom 
School (3575 Main Highway). He was very active in educational and social circles . 

a ided Paul Ransom in the founding of the Florida Adirondack School , which today 
±L_ the upper school campus of Ransom Everglades Scho ol, and in 1 896 he was 
influential in organizing "A Colored Literary Society ." 

The Biscayne Bay Yacht Club's first headquarters was in the second floor of the 
Monroe boathouse . In the late 1800 1 s it was throu gh the efforts of the Club's 
members that the Cape Florida Lighthouse was preserved . In 1901 ,~The Biscayne Bay 
Yacht Club constructed its first clubhouse south of what is today the Barnacle 
(3^85MainHighway).The Club served as a center of social activities in the 
Coconut Grove area from 1906 to 1926 . This two-story frame building was bought by 
Bob Erwin , a l ocal contractor, for one dollar in 1925 . He barged the building to 
' present site at 3939 Hardie Road , where it now is used as a private residence . 

In 1932, the present clubhouse at 25^0 South Bayshore Drive was built, primarily 
through the efforts of its Commodore Hugh Matheson, Sr. 
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